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Understanding the 3 Main
Types of Dustbins in India

A guide to effective waste segregation for a cleaner, healthier India.
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Why Segregate
Waste?

India faces a significant challenge with waste management, generating over
62 million tonnes annually. Unfortunately, only a small fraction is processed
correctly. Proper waste segregation is a critical step towards mitigating
environmental impact, enhancing recycling efforts, and safeguarding public
health.

Reduce Landfill Burden Promote Recycling
Minimizes the volume of waste Enables valuable resources to
sent to overflowing landfills, be recovered and reused,
extending their lifespan and conserving natural resources
reducing associated and energy.

environmental hazards.

Protect Public Health

Reduces exposure to harmful substances and improves hygiene for
waste collectors and communities.
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The Green Dustbin: Organic & Wet Waste

This bin is designated for all biodegradable materials,
which can decompose naturally. This includes:

o Vegetable and fruit peels

o Leftover food and cooked food scraps

e Tea bags, coffee grounds, and egg shells
e Garden waste (leaves, small branches)

e Puja flowers and other plant-based offerings

Composting this waste creates nutrient-rich manure,

reducing the need for chemical fertilizers and enriching
soil health.

@ KeyRule:

Do NOT use plastic bags inside the green bin.
Wet waste should ideally be handed over

daily or within 24 hours to prevent odor,

pests, and ensure efficient composting.
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The Blue Dustbin: Dry & Recyclable Waste

The blue dustbin is for materials that can be recycled
and transformed into new products. This category
includes:

o Paper (newspapers, magazines, cardboard)
e Plastics (bottles, containers, packaging)

e Metal (aluminum cans, tin cans)

e Glass (bottles, jars)

e Tetra packs and clean food wrappers

e Old clothes and textiles (in good condition)

Recycling these materials significantly conserves
natural resources like trees, minerals, and fossil fuels,

while also reducing energy consumption in
manufacturing.

[J KeyRule:

Always ensure items are clean and dry before placing them
in the blue bin to avoid contamination. Avoid mixing them
with any wet or hazardous waste.
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The Yellow Dustbin: Hazardous & Medical Waste

This specialized bin is crucial for disposing of waste that poses a risk to health or the environment. It includes:

Household Hazardous Waste Medical & Sanitary Waste

Batteries (AA, AAA, button cells), expired medicines, Used sanitary napkins, diapers, bandages, cotton swabs,
broken light bulbs (CFLs, LEDs), and e-waste like printer and sharp objects like razor blades or syringes.
cartridges.

Proper disposal in the yellow bin prevents contamination of other waste streams and protects waste workers from injuries and

infections.

(®) Critical Rule:

Wrap sharp or contaminated items securely in newspaper or an old cloth before disposal. Never mix hazardous waste
with green or blue bin contents, as it can be highly dangerous.
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Common Mistakes to
Avoid

Contaminating Recyclables

Throwing used sanitary napkins, diapers, or food-soiled items into the
blue bin can contaminate an entire batch of recyclables, rendering them
unusable.

Mixing Wet & Dry Waste

Combining organic and non-organic waste makes both composting and
recycling extremely difficult, forcing more waste to landfills.

Plastic Bags in Green Bins

Using plastic bags for wet waste in green bins prevents proper
composting. The plastic does not degrade and pollutes the compost.

Improper Hazardous Disposal

Disposing of batteries, bulbs, or medical waste in general bins poses
severe health risks to sanitation workers and pollutes soil and water.
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How to Follow the Rules at Home

Implementing waste segregation at home is straightforward and impactful. Here's a step-by-step guide:

01

02

Acquire Separate Bins

Invest in three distinct bins—green, blue, and yellow—and
clearly label them for easy identification. Place them
conveniently in your kitchen or utility area.

03

Rinse & Dry Recyclables

Before placing items like plastic bottles or glass jars in the blue

bin, quickly rinse them with water and allow them to air dry. This

prevents odor and contamination.

04

Manage Wet Waste Daily

Hand over wet waste to collection services daily. If not possible,
store it in a container with a tight lid or in a ventilated space to
prevent foul odors and insect infestation.

Safely Package Hazardous Waste

For hazardous items like broken glass or used blades, wrap

them securely in newspaper or cardboard before putting them in
the yellow bin. Follow local guidelines for e-waste and medical

waste disposal.
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The Far-Reaching Impact of
Proper Segregation

Your small actions at home contribute to significant positive changes on a
larger scale:

Y
G

Reduces Methane Emissions

Composting organic waste prevents it from decomposing in landfills, where
it produces methane, a potent greenhouse gas that contributes to climate
change.

Ol
Saves Natural Resources

Recycling metals, plastics, and paper reduces the demand for virgin
materials, preserving forests, mineral deposits, and water resources.

0
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Protects Sanitation Workers

Segregated waste reduces exposure to harmful substances, sharps, and
biohazards, creating a safer working environment for waste collectors.

2

Supports National Missions

Aligns with India's Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India Mission) and other
environmental initiatives, fostering a cleaner and more sustainable nation.
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Real-Life Success: Bengaluru's 3-Bin Model

The city of Bengaluru, a pioneer in urban waste management
in India, successfully adopted a comprehensive three-bin
segregation model across its households.

30% 20%

Increase in Recycling Reduction in Landfill
Rates Waste
The systematic segregation Less waste ended up in
significantly boosted the landfills, easing the burden on
percentage of waste that municipal waste disposal
could be recycled effectively. infrastructure.

This success was largely attributed to strong citizen
participation, driven by targeted awareness campaigns and
making the segregation process simple and accessible.
Bengaluru’'s model serves as a powerful testament to the
effectiveness of proper waste management.
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Your Role
In a
Cleaner
India

Every individual has a vital part to play in transforming India's waste

landscape. By actively participating in waste segregation, you contribute
directly to a healthier environment and a brighter future.

Act Locally

1 Start segregating waste at home today using the green, blue, and
yellow bins.
Educate & Inspire

2 Share your knowledge with family, friends, and neighbors to

encourage wider adoption.

Be Consistent

3 Make waste segregation a daily habit. Every single item sorted
makes a difference.

Together, we can reduce pollution, conserve precious resources, and build a

truly sustainable and 'Swachh' (Clean) India.
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